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KuTt-0quHOUKa,
W/IM MAIUUHA /I M0/IyYeHMs1 HAyYHbIX pe3y/ibTaTOB
(K 80-1eTuro B. A. [leprauena)

D.A. Topal

The Lone Whale,
or a Machine for Obtaining Scientific Results
(To the 80™ birthday of Valentin Dergachev)

«B HayKe Hafio KUTb JI0JITO, TOT/IA UTO-HUOYIH
TIOJTyYUTCS» — UMEHHO Tak XoueTcs repedpasu-
poBarb cnoBa KopHesi UykOBCKOro, CkasaHHbIE
UM Ha cobctBenHOM 80-7eTHeM tobusiee. Kaza-
noch Obl, Ha TOPOre BOCHMU/IECSTHIETHSI CJIOXK-
HO yZiep>KaThCsl OT coba3Ha coOpaTh BCe CBOU
paboThl B TSHKEYIO CTOMKY W PEIIUTh, YTO 3TO
Y eCTb TBOSI KW3Hb, KOTOPasi TIPO’KUTA CITOJTHA.
3areM WCMBITaTh YyBCTBO TIYOOKOTO VAOBTIET-
BopeHusi. Ho 310 uyBcTBO Haremy FOOusspy,
K CYaCThIO, HEJIOCTYITHO.

BaneHTHH AHHCHUMOBWY TODOITUTCS BCE Clie-
natb GeicTpee («s e [lepraueB, 3HAUWT «Jiep-
TaHHBIN» CJIBIIILY 51 CO JIHS HAIlero 3HaKOMCTBA),
4yTOOBI 0CBOOOAUIOCH MECTO AJIst APYTOM pabo-
Thbl, HOBOH U Oosee uHTepecHoi. Ceiiuac Mo-
JKeT T0Ka3aThCsl, UTO 3TO 0COOEHHOCTh YeioBeKa
Ha CKJIOHE JIeT, KOTOPbIi 60UTCS UTO-TO He YCIeTh
WK, CKOpee, UTO-TO He YCIeTh 3aKoHuuTh. Ho
IS/ Ha YepTeXu, THEBHUKU W apxvBbl HOOU-
7sipa, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TOT TeMIiepaMeHT
ObLT eMy MPUCYII] BCeT/ia, HaYMHas C TIEPBBIX I11a-
TOB B apXeo/iorky. XOTs1, Haflo TIPU3HAThCH, JJaXKe
B CBOM BOCeMbZiecsT JlepraueB B 3TOM COBep-
[IIEHHO OGe3yMHOM TeMIIe HaXOJWUT BPeMs /I7is Ha-
C/IK/IeHUsT Hay4dHbIM TIoHckoM. [Tostomy Kom-
neram B.A. 10 cux TIOp IOCTYITHO peakoe YAo-
BOJICTBHE HAOMIOZATh YUEHOTO OfHOBPEMEHHO
3a co3aHyeM 0a3bl JaHHBIX, 00pabOTKOM WIITHO-
CTpalVii WK pecTaBpaliyied KepaMHuKH.

“In science, you have to live long, then some-
thing will work” — this is how I would like to
paraphrase the words of Korney Chukovsky, said
by him on his 80" birthday. It would seem that on
the threshold of your eightieth birthday, it is dif-
ficult to resist the temptation to collect all your
books in a heavy pile and decide that this was
your life, which has been lived to the fullest. Then
you should feel deep satisfaction. But this feel-
ing for our hero of the day, fortunately, is unavail-
able.

Valentin is in a hurry to do everything faster
(“I’'m Dergachev, it means “rushy”! I hear since
the day we met in 1996) to make room for other
study, new one and more enjoyable. Now it may
seem that this is a feature of a person in his de-
clining years who is afraid of not having time to
do something or, instead, not having time to finish
something. But looking at the drawings, diaries
and reports by V.A. Dergachev, one can say that
this temperament was always inherent in him,
starting with his first steps in archaeology. Al-
though, even in his eighties, Valentin Dergachev,
at this completely insane pace, finds time to enjoy
scientific research. Therefore, V.A.’s colleagues

! In his opinion it comes from Russian word “mép-
ratbcst” (dergatsya) which colloquial meaning is to fret, to
fidget, to rush, to scurry or to scamper.

© [O.A. Tonan, 2023.



Martpoc BaneHntuH [lepraves.
RpoHwTaaT, 1963 1.

A.A. Tonan

B. A. [lepraves B 3KCMeAMLIMOHHON MalUMHe.
Crapble KyroHewwsl, 1976 T.

Sailor Valentin Dergachev. Kronstadt, 1963.

3a JjonTHe TOABI HAYYHOW PabOThI, Tak WA
VHaue, CTH/Ib TIO/[add MaTepyiaia BbIpabaThiBa-
erca cam. Ho ctune BaneHTriHa AHMCUMOBU-
Yya HACTOJILKO OpUrMHAJIeH, UTO MOPOii HarloMU-
HaeT croco0 OoOIeHus TATUZECITHIBYXTeplie-
BOrO KWUTa WM 3HAMEHUTOTO «KUTa-OJUHOUKI»,
KOTOPbI TIBITaeTcss OOIMIaThCsi C  COpOAWYA-
MU Ha OfIHOM, TO/BKO eMy W3BeCTHOM dYacTo-
Te B 52 I'l. A MakcuMasibHast 4acToTa, KOTOpPYHO
BOCIIPUHUMAIOT CHMHUE KWUTbI WM Jlake (UHBa-
7Bl Ha JecsiTb-ABa/liaTh repl] Hike. [Ipu 3TOM
KUT — OOJIBIIION CaMOOCTaTOUHBINA OpraHu3M,
a Tuxwuii okeaH, B KOTOPOM OH YKMBET — HaCTO/Tb-
KO Oe3rpaHuueH, uTo /r00as BOSMOXKHOCTB 00-
IIeHUs] C TIpe/ICTaBUTe/SIMU CBOETO BUJA CBO-
auTcs K Hy/mo. K oMy ke [lepraues I10/b3yeTcs
WCKJ/TIOUMTeTIbHO MeTOflaMU, KOTOpble OH TI0fI-
HOCTBIO TIOHMMaeT. VHoraa TeMH, KOTopble, Kak
CUUTAIOT OIMIOHEHTHI, TIOHUMaeT JIMIIb OH CaM.
Ho 310, TI0X0ke, BanenTriHa AHMCUMOBHUYA HU-
CKOJTbKO He cmy1aeT. Kak 1 KuTa, KOTOpbIi Tpo-
JIOJDKaeT TIPOITyCKaTh 4epe3 ce0si TOHHBI BOJBI
B TIOMCKax IMUILM, B Cyuyae [epraueBa — [jist
Pa3MBbIIIIIEHH.

V. A. Dergacev in expedition's car. Cuconestii Vechi, 1976.

still have the rare pleasure of watching the scien-
tist in the process of creating a database, process-
ing illustrations, or restoring pottery.

Over many years of scientific work, in one
way or another, the style of presenting the re-
search develops itself. But Valentin’s style of is
so original that sometimes it resembles the way
of communication of a 52-hertz whale or the fa-
mous “lone whale”, who tries to communicate
with congeners on a frequency of 52 Hz, known
only to him. But the thing is that the maximum
frequency that blue whales perceive is ten to
twenty hertz lower. At the same time, the whale
is a sizeable self-sufficient organism, and the Pa-
cific Ocean where it lives is so boundless that
any possibility of communication with repre-
sentatives of its own species is reduced to zero.
In addition, Dergachev uses only methods that
he fully understands. Sometimes those that only
he understands, according to his opponents. But
this, it seems, does not bother Valentin at all. Just
like a whale that keeps passing tons of water
through itself in search of food, in Dergachev’s
case — for thought.
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B.A. leprayeB Ha pacKonkax KypraHos B MepeHax, 1987 r.

V.A. Dergachev at the excavations of burial mounds near Mereni, 1987.

«MeHs 30ByT Bana»

CunTaeTcs, YTO OH T03/IHO TIpHIIIeN B HayKYy.
TMocie TOProBOro TEXHUKyMa W apMHU, PadOThI
B TOPrOBJIe, TI0 HbIHELTHUM MepKaM TI03/IHO T10-
CTyTIW/I B yHUBepcuTeT. Ho 3TO He COBCceM Tak.
ITo BocriomyHaHMSIM caMmoro BaneHTrHa AHWCH-
MOBHYA, MHTEpeC K 3KCIeIULIMOHHON POMaHTHKe
Y 9K30THUeCKUM ITyTeLIeCTBUSIM y Hero TOosiBUI-
Cs1 JIeT B IeCSITh, KOT/ja ero YUU/IN 10/b30BaThbCs
IIKOTLHOU OMO/THMOTEKON. YoKe yuach B TEXHUKY-
Me, OH perysisipHo xoqui B KpaeBefqueckuii My-
3eff 3a HyMHU3MaTMUYeCKUMM KOHCY/IBTaLMsIMA
K A.A. Hyzmenemany. [To3xe, ¢ Komnekuueid Mo-
HeT TIPUIIIOCh pacCTaTbCs, KOTAa CTajao SICHO,

“My name is Valya”

He is considered a late entrant to science. Af-
ter college and the army, working years in com-
merce, he entered university late by today’s stan-
dards. But this is not entirely true. As he recalls,
Dergachev’s interest in the expedition romance
and exotic travels appeared when he was ten
and was taught to use the school library. Already
studying at the college, he regularly visited the
Museum of Local History for numismatic con-
sultations with A.A. Nudelman. Later, the collec-
tion of coins had to be parted with when it be-
came clear that collecting antiquities was incom-
patible with the profession of the archaeologist.
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B.A. [leprayes. KuwwmHes, 1990-e rr.

V.A. Dergachev. Chisindu, 1990s.

YTO KOJUIEKLIMOHMPOBaHKe [JpEBHOCTel! HecoBMe-
cTuMo c nipocdeccueil apxeosnora. Ho nepey; stum,
B Hauasie 1960-x, paboTasi B TOProB/ie, KyITi/I Be-
JIoCUIlefl U CTal pPery/sipHO OCMaTrpyBaTbh MOJI-
JlABCKUe KPeIloCTH Y 3ari0BeJHUKU.

[NepBbiii HaCTOSIMI apXeolorMyecKyii ce-
30H B.A. lepraueB nposen y B.U. MapkeBu-
ya, Ha MocejleHUd BapBapoBka, MOTOM Koras
Jl0 no3gHei1 oceHu B COPOKCKOM KPerocTH. Yike
3MMOM, TOKa ObUTM CBEXHU BIIeYaT/IeHUs], Halli-
CaJI CTarhto [iyis1 )KypHasia «COoBeTCKasi TOPTOBJIs»
TIPO UCTOPHIO VIMHSHOM NOCY/ibl, HAUMHAs C TPU-
TOJIbCKOM KYJIBTYPBI, HO TOT/a B IyO/IMKaL|Y OT-
kazam. B 1971 r. B JleHnHrpazie BBISICHUANIOCK,
ToueMy CTaThsl He mpolia. JKypHan OTIpaBWI
ee Ha peLieH3U0 B VIHCTUTYT apxeoyioruy, CHa-
yasa crarbs nonana K camoii T.C. ITaccek, ko-
Topasi iepeziana TekcT E. K. UepHsiil, a yxke Toi
He TIOHpaBWIaCh U3JIO’KeHHasl BepCysi O T0sIBJIe-
HUM KepaMMKU. IlepByto >ke HayuHyIO CTaTbiO
B.A. lepraues omy6vkoBan B 1964 1. o paHHec-
naBsiHCKOM cenuilie Crapble MasaelTsl, rocje
3KcreULIMOHHOTO ce30Ha ¢ [1.T1. BoipHeii.

OpHa 13 KCIeyyi Hauasa ecTUecsThIX,
nog, pykoBogcrsoM B.U. MapkeBuua Ha Tpu-
TnosbCcKoM rocenieHun y Hoebix Pycetur (1963 1)
Halll/la OTpakeHHe U B myOmmnycTrke. «Kpacu-
BbII 3aropesibiii napeHb, 6e3 pybaxu U B CTpaH-

But before that, in the early 1960s, while working
in commerce, he bought a bicycle and regularly
visited the Moldavian fortresses and reserves.

V.A. Dergachev spent his first real archaeo-
logical season with V.I. Markevich on the Var-
varovka (Varvareuca) settlement. Then he par-
ticipated in the excavations until late autumn in
the Soroca fortress. Already in the winter, while
the impressions were fresh, he wrote an article
for the “Soviet Trade” journal about the history
of pottery, starting with the Trypillia culture, but
then the publication was rejected. In 1971, dur-
ing the study in Petersburg, it became clear why.
The journal sent it to the Institute of Archaeology
for review, and the article first got to T.S. Passek,
who passed the text to E. K. Chernysh (both great
scholars in Trypillia). Still the latter did not like
the presented version of the appearance of ceram-
ics. V.A. Dergachev published his first scientific
article in 1964 about the early Slavic settlement of
Starye Malaeshty (Malaiestii Vechi) after an ex-
pedition season with P.P. Birnea.

One of the expeditions of the early sixties,
led by Vsevolod Markevich on the Trypilian
settlement at Novye Ruseshty (Rusestii Noi) in
1963 was also reflected in journalism. “A hand-
some tanned guy, shirtless and wearing a strange
cap devoid of a visor... with a soft Moldavi-
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HOW Kerouke, JIMIIIEHHON KO3bIPbKa... MATKUiA
MOJI/JABCKH aklleHT». «MeHs 30ByT Bas, s 3a-
MectuTesib BeceBonopa ViBaHoBuua» A Bans —
«0OH OyATO TOMBKO YTO TIOOBIBAM Y TPHUIIO/BLIER,
Bce oH 3HaeT» (CyxapeB 1963: 14—15). U xots
(hamuvsi reposi B ouepKe TIOSIB/ISIETCST He Cpasy,
Basentuna [lepraueBa B 3TOM «IlapHe» CJIOXK-
HO He y3HarTh Jiake ceifuac, CITyCTsl LLIECThAECST
net. A Toraa emy GbUTO [[BazLaTh. 3ariiesn pasro-
BOp 00 0Opa3oBaHuH, «Baist» OTBeYaeT: «Y MeHs
Jpyrasi CrielaabHOCTh. S BooOIIe-To roBap.
Baron-pectopan mnoe3ga «Mocksa-KuiiimHes».
Hy, a kak ce30H — s Gepy pacuéT U Ha packor-
KU, TPeTUuit rof yxke. DKCIeAULMU Belb C Bec-
HBI /10 TIO3IHEM 0CeHH, Tak s U3 OJJHOM B IPYTYIO
1 niepexoky. Ha ciiaBsiHax Obu1, Ha ckudax. .. Ho
BCe ke, — OH TOJHAMaeT I71a3a, — sI TBepPJO pe-
T Oyly CrielMaIM3upoBaThes 10 TPUTIONBEO.
Kaxk BceBonog MiBaHoeuu» (Cyxapes 1963: 15).

«MawwuHa no nojay4eHuro
HayY4HbIX pe3yibTaToB»

«BuarTe, KakuMU MHOTJ@ CTPAaHHBIMU MYTS-
MU TIPUXOJST B Hallly HayKy, — roBOpUT ['eopruii
OmvutpreBny CMUpHOB... Bansi [JepraueB —
TOT Ky/iMHap. Ero HeZlaBHO MOBBICKITHM, Ha3HAUK-
71 3aBeAyrOLMM mpou3BofcTBa. Okas — CTO
NAThAECAT pybOseil. A K HaM WUJET Ha TSTh/e-
CSIT, 1a eirle paboTtaet OT 3apu 10 3apu...» (Cy-
xapeB 1963: 15). Bans-moBap Oy/ieT apXxeosiorom,
B 3TOM HeT COMHEeHUsl, 3aK/ltouaeT aBTOp CTaTbu
B >XypHanie «CmeHa» 3a 1963 rox. U ve omm6-
cs1. B 1966 1. Halll 100M/1Ip HAKOHELI-TO TIOKU/IAeT
rpod)eCCUOHAbHYI0 KY/IMHAPUIO U CTAaHOBUTCS
rpod)ecCOHAIbHBIM apXeoJioroM — HWHCIIeKTO-
pom OOI1iecTBa 10 3alUTe TTAMSITHUKOB UCTOPHU
Y apxeoJIoTHH, TIOCTyraeT B KUILIMHeBCKUM To-
Cy[apCTBeHHbIM yHUBepcuTeT. A B 1973 1. mony-
yaeT paboTy B MO/JABCKOM AKajleMUH HayK, rJe
¥ ripopaboTaeT /10 BbIX0/la Ha TIEHCHI0, B TOM UKC-
Jle, TIOUTH /IBA/ILIATh JIET B IO/DKHOCTU JUPEKTOpa
WuctutyTa apxeonoruu U sTHorpaduu (c 2005 —
WHcTHTyTa Ky/IBTypHOTO Hacsieaws). «[Ipobeskan
CBOIO Kapbepy [0 BBICIIIETO B PECITyO/HKe TIOCTa
MeTeopoM» (Kreitn 2018: 323).

1969—1973 . — «11eTepOypXKCKHli TIepH-
o» [lepraueBa B JIeHUHI'Pa[iICKOM YHUBEpPCUTeTe,
T7le Cpeay ero Tperio/iaparesiell — BbIatoIIMecst
CreLMavcTbl MUpPOBOro ypoBss: M. . Apramo-
HoB, b.b. I[TnorpoBckuii, I1.1. BopuckoBcKui,
B.M. Maccon u JI.C. Kneiin. Jles CamoiinoBuu
Kneiin fecstuneTrie Ha3az BCIIOMUHAJT, UTO <«OKU-
BOM M SHEePrUYHBIA MOJIIaBAHMH Cpa3y ke TIpH-
Biek ero BHuUMaHHe» (Kneiin 2013: 19). Torma
B JII'Y, Ha Kadenpe apxeojoru ObLIA paz/ivu-
Hble cTaxxupoBkr. Ho [lepraueB BbiOpan Apy-

an accent”. “My name is Valya, I am Markev-
ich’s deputy” And Valya — “he looks like he has
just been to the Trypillia time, he knows every-
thing about it” (Cyxapes 1963: 14—15). And al-
though hero’s name in the essay does not appear
immediately, it is hard not to recognize Valentin
Dergachev in this “guy” even now, sixty years
later. At that time, he was twenty. The conver-
sation turned to education, “Valya” replied: “I
have a different speciality. I’'m actually a cook.
I am working in a dining car of the Moscow-
Kishinev train. Well, as for the season starts, I
join the archaeological expeditions, the third
year already. Expeditions are from spring to late
autumn, so I go from one to another. I was ex-
cavating the Slavs, the Scythians... But still, —
he raises his eyes — I firmly decided: T will spe-
cialize in Trypillia, like Vsevolod Markevich”
(Cyxapes 1963: 15).

“Machine for obtaining
scientific results”

“You see, what strange ways sometimes
come to our science,” says Georgy Smirnov, ar-
chaeologist... Valya Dergachev is a cook. He
was recently promoted to manager of a restau-
rant. The salary is one hundred and fifty rubles.
But he comes to us for fifty and even works from
dawn to dusk...” (Cyxapes 1963: 15). Valya the
cook will be an archaeologist, there is no doubt,
concludes the author of the article in 1963. And
he was absolutely right. In 1966, our hero of
the day finally left professional cooking and be-
comes a professional archaeologist — an inspec-
tor of the Society for the Protection of Monu-
ments of History and Archaeology, enters the
Kishinev State University. And in 1973, he got
a job at the Moldavian Academy of Sciences,
where he will work until his retirement, includ-
ing almost twenty years as director of the In-
stitute of Archaeology and Ethnography (since
2005 — the Institute of Cultural Heritage). “Ran
his career to the highest position in the region as
a meteor” (Kunetin 2018: 323).

In 1969—1973 starts Dergachev’s “Peters-
burg period” at Leningrad University, where
his professors included prominent world-class
scholars. Among them where M.I. Artamonov,
B.B. Piotrovsky, P.I. Boriskovsky, V.M. Mas-
son and L. S. Klein. A decade ago, Leo Klein re-
called that “the lively and energetic Moldavian
guy immediately caught his attention” (Kneiin
2013: 19). Then, at the Leningrad State Univer-
sity, at the Department of Archaeology, there
were various internships. But Dergachev chose
a different path: he transferred to Leningrad Uni-
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B.A. Jepraues B cBoeM KabuHeTe B AkagemMun Hayk Mongosbl, 2020 T.

V.A. Dergachev in his office at the Academy of Sciences of Moldova, 2020.

roii MyTh: TepeBescsi B JIeHUHrpaICKuii yHUBep-
cUTeT Ha KadeZpy apxeoyiorMH C TISITOTO Kypca
Ha BTopoii. «OH cpa3y ke BbIIeTH/ICS CPeiv IpY-
TUX CTYAEHTOB TeM, UTO y Hero KaXkbli rof cra-
JIM BBIXOAWUTH TeyaTHble pabotel» (Kietin 2013:
19). B ToM umcsie e MoHorpadun — «I[lamsT-
HHKM 310X OPOH3bI» B CEPUH «ApXeojioruue-
ckasi Kapta MonzaBun» U «bpoH30BbIe TIpegme-
Tl XIII—VIII BB. 70 H.3.». Ceiiuac 3TO 3ByUuT
abcyp/iHO, HO 0 BBIXO/IA 3THUX paboT CUUTAIOCH,
YTO MeTayia 30Xy OpoH3bl B MosiaBuu T0u-
TH HeT, TeM OoJiee B COCTaBe K/IaJi0B. A Ha CaMOM
Jlesie M MPOCTO HUKTO He UHTepeCcoBascs. A Mo-
cle TyO/MKayuM Kiaga w3 Xpuctida [epraueB
CTa/l pearpoBaTh Ha BCe CHTHaJbI, MOCTYNA0-
L1ie O TaKWX HaxOJKax, Bble3KaTb Ha MeCTo, XO-
JWTH IO CEeJIbCKUM U LLIKOJIbHBIM MYy3€5IM.

versity at the Department of Archeology from
the fifth year to the second. “He immediately
stood out among other students by the fact that
he began to have printed works published every
year” (Kseiin 2013: 19). Including two mono-
graphs — “Sites of the Bronze Age” in the series
“Archaeological Map of Moldova” and “Bronze
objects of the 13"—8" centuries BC”. It sounds
weird now, but before the release of these pa-
pers, it was believed that there were almost no
Bronze Age metal objects in Moldova, especial-
ly in the hoards. In fact, no one was interested
in it. And after the publication of the hoard from
Hristici, Dergachev began to respond to all the
signals received about such finds to go to the
place of discovery, to visit dozens of regional
and school museums.
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IIpo ero paboOTOCITIOCOOHOCTH C/Arar0T Jie-
reH/ipl. «OH (aHaTHK, TIPO THIOIOTUIO U BCEBO3-
MOXKHYFO KaTerOpUMHOCTL MaTepyasia rotoB Obit
YBJIEUEHHO TOBOPUThL Yacamu» (IoOpomobcKuii
2013: 291). laxke B camble CJIOYKHbIE MOMEHTBI
CBOell aIMUHHCTPaTUBHON Kapbepbl, B.A. [lep-
raueB, He OTBJIEKasiCh Ha TIPHJBOPHbIE WHTDPH-
M, TIPOJ0/DKA COOMpPATh Tab/UIbl, KAPTHPOBATh
THITBI, OOPMJISITE CCBIIKM Ha JIMTEPATypy | KY-
putb. OOBIYHO, MPUKYPHUBAas CTEAYIOMIYIO CHTa-
PETY OT TIpebIAYIIEeH 1 3aruBasi KPerKrUM YaeM.

«Mpo4yHee megn»

Korpa-to [epraueBy mnpezackasajv IViaB-
HbIe 0COOEHHOCTH €r0 JI0/ITOM >KU3HH — OOSI3Hb
CKBO3HSIKOB, 00W/THe JIeHer U TIOCTOSTHHBIE IyTe-
mectBus. TTocsieqHee ocoOeHHO ObI MOpaJ|OBa-
JIO CeNTbCKOTO MaJTbuMKa, YATABIEro B LIKOIBHON
OuOIMOTEKE MPO CPeHea3HaTCKUe SKCIEULIHH.
Ho Tereps 0H cam MuilieT KHUTH U My TellecTBy-
€T C JIeKIusiMM 10 Beeli EBporie — B Kembpuz-
ke, beprmune, Tetinensbepre, ®patibypre, Caap-
oprokene, JIbexke, [To3Hanu, Byzarelirre, BbICTY-
nan B Uramiu, Yexuu, CIITA.

«51 TBepno pert: Oyy Crielau3upoBaTh-
cs1 1o Tpuriosbto», roBopuT BaneHTHH AHUCUMO-
BUY B faniekoM 1963-M. XoTs1 60/ibliiast YacThb pa-
60T [lepraueBa rocBsiilieHa MeTa/UTIeCKUM H3/ie-
JIASIM 3TI0XY OPOH3bI, HABEPHOE, camasi U3sIIHast
Y Haubosee TporpemMeBiniasi KHura — «Ilamst-
HUKM T03iHero Tpurosibs», B KOTOPOM HaubOo-
Jlee ylayHO CHUCTeMAaTH3MPOBaH OTPOMHBIM Mac-
CUB JIaHHBIX TI0 TIaMSITHUKaM (hMHaa Ky/IbTYphbL.
OcHoBa 3TOM KHUTM — KaHAW/aTcKasi AuccepTa-
Lys1, npescTaBieHHas B 1979 1. B Jlenunrpage. B
1990 r. B.A. [lepraueB 3amiaeT JOKTOPCKYHO
Juccepralyio «MonjaBusi U coceJHAe TeppUTO-
PUYH B 310Xy SHEO/TUTa-OPOH3bI», KOTOpast IipeBpa-
TUTCSI B OTHY U3 CaMbIX BaYKHBIX KHUT MOJIJABCKOM
apxeosioruu. [Ipy 3TOM OfMH U3 ero yuuteneit
JI.C. Kneiin, nyurneit u3 pabot [lepraueBa cuura-
eT «O cKureTpax, o JIOIIa/IsIX, O BOMiHe» HeCMOT-
ps Ha To, uTto KiteiiH ee KpUTHKOBAJT U BLIBOJJbI KO-
TOpOI1 oTBepraet. Beab Ay1s1 310 KHUTM BasieHTHH
AnHMcUMOBHY «pa3paboTas ¥ IPUMeHM psifi Oie-
CTAILIMX MeTOAUUeCKHX TIPHUeMOB, TIpojiesnan h30-
IIpeHHelI1IMe IITYIUY, B 04eHb TPYA0EMKHX Orle-
paLUsix TIOMyYK/I UHTepeCHelIIre JaHHbIe, KOTO-
pble He pa3 TMOCTyaT [l COBEpIIeHHO JPYTHX
nccnenoBaduii» (Kreiir 2013: 20).

ITOT COOPHYK HeTyYaliHO Ha3BaH CTPOUYKOH
n3 lopaiyst, KOTOpkIid 06ecKypa>kuBaeT MeJbIio-
MeHY TeM, UTO «TIaMSITHUK ce0e BO3[BHT ITPOY-
Hee Me[Ii». XOTs UTO MOXET OBITh MpoYHee Meu
Y HeJJo/ITOBeUHee MOHYMeHTOB? B 3ToM cMbIcie
cyAb0a MaMsITHUKOB, B OXpaHe KOTOPBLIX B FOHO-

His performance is legendary. “He is a fa-
natic; he was ready to talk passionately for
hours about typology and all kinds of catego-
rization of material” (Jobpomobckuii 2013:
291). Even in the most challenging moments
of his administrative career, V.A. Dergachev
continued to design illustrations, maps, refe-
rences and smoke without being distracted
by court intrigues, usually, lighting the next
cigarette from the previous one and drinking
strong tea.

“More lasting than bronze”

Dergachev had once been predicted the
main features of his life — fear of drafts, an
abundance of money and constant travel. The
latter would have especially pleased the coun-
try boy, who read about the Central Asian ex-
peditions in the school library. But now he
writes books and travels with his lectures all
over Europe — in Cambridge, Berlin, Heidel-
berg, Freiburg, Saarbriicken, Liege, Poznan,
Budapest etc.

“I firmly decided: I will specialize in Trypil-
lia,” says Valentin back in the distant 1963. Al-
though most of Dergachev’s papers are devot-
ed to metal objects of the Bronze Age, the most
elegant and thunderous book is “Sites of late
Trypillia”, which is the most successful system-
atization of the vast array of data on the sites of
the end of the Cucuteni-Trypillia culture. The
basis of this book is a PhD thesis presented in
1979 in Leningrad. In 1990, V.A. Dergachev
defended his “Moldova and neighbouring ter-
ritories in the Eneolithic-Bronze Age” habilita-
tion thesis, which will turn into one of the es-
sential books of Moldavian archaeology. At the
same time, one of his teachers, Leo Klein, con-
siders Dergachev’s best work to be “On scep-
tres, on horses, on war” even though Klein criti-
cized it and rejects all the conclusions. After all,
for this book, Valentin “developed and applied
many brilliant methodological techniques, did
the most sophisticated studies, obtained very
interesting data in very labor-intensive opera-
tions, which will more than once serve for com-
pletely different studies” (Klein 2013: 20).

It is no coincidence that this volume is ti-
tled with a line from Horace, who discourages
Melpomene by saying that “he built a monu-
ment more lasting than bronze”. Though what
could be more robust than bronze and more
transient than monuments? In this sense, the
fate of monuments, in whose protection Val-
entin Dergachev worked in his youth, is sim-
ilar to the destiny of many scientific texts.



cTu pabotan BaneHTWH AHHCHMOBWY, CXOJHA
C YYacTbI0 MHOTHX Hay4HBIX TeKCTOB. MIX yacto
CHOCSIT, OTTIPABJISIFOT Ha TIOMOUKY WY TleperiaB-
JSTFOT B HOBBIE. [Tpu 3TOM caMa Me[ib, KOTOPOM
TaK yB/I€UEHHO 3aHMMAJICS BCIO CBOIO Kapbepy
Iepraues, XWBET B YeJIOBEUECKOU KY/IBTYPE Thi-
csiuenetrsivi. Kak 1 Xopollive HaydHble TEKCTH,
KOTOpbIE, XOTh U MeHee CTOWKHe, YeM Mellb, HO,
Kak TpaBWIO, HA/IONTO TIEPEXKUBAIOT CBOUX CO3-
nJarenieir. OcobeHHO ec/M TOKPBITHI Gr1aropos-
HOM MaTUHOM.
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They are often demolished, sent to the trash,
or melted into new ones. At the same time,
bronze or even copper, which Dergachev is so
passionately engaged in throughout his career,
has lived in human culture for thousands of
years. So do good scientific texts, which, as a
rule, outlive their creators for a long time and
become the foundation for the discoveries of
the next generations. Especially if the texts,
like metal objects, are covered with a noble
patina.
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