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The Grave of an Allegedly 
“Conquest Period Hungarian Warrior” 

Found in 1959, at Tei Lake near Bucharest

In 1959 a brief quarter page long report was 
published by Sebastian Morintz and D. V. Roset-
ti concerning a 10th century grave of a “Hungar-
ian warrior” who died in the battle against the 
Bulgars. The archaeological material of the sup-
posed grave consisted of a sabre, a hammer-axe, 
a horse bit and a stirrup (Morintz-Rosetti 1959: 
34, Pl. XXX: 3—5). The essay, however, did 
not clarify when and how the fi nds were recov-
ered, and while the excavation project was doc-
umented, there is no record provided concern-
ing the grave itself. On the other hand, the most 
important fi nd from the grave, the sabre, has 
been lost, and one would suspect that the fi nds 
had been brought to the museum before the ex-
cavation. So, they could come from the same 
grave, indeed. But, it is just as well likely that 
they originate from different archaeological con-
texts. The exact place of the burial was marked 
as Bucureşti-Tei, but actually, the authors had no 
precise data to affi rm this localization (Fig. 1).

The question remains, why these three fi nds 
were interpreted as a complete complex of the 
grave of a “Hungarian warrior.” We argue, here-
by, that the reasons were intimately connected to 
the history of archaeological research. Due to the 
economic growth of the Austro-Hungarian Mon-
archy and to the rising sentiments of national-
ist-romanticism (Langó 2013: 397—418; Petruţ, 
Gáll 2016), there were already more than a hun-
dred of Conquest Period sites inventoried by Jo-
seph Hampel (Hampel 1905). Then, the avail-
able archaeological materials and the number of 
publications focusing on their typo-chronologi-
cal evaluation illustrate a growing trend until the 
1950s. Consequently, the scholars of the Eastern 
European countries have been well acquainted 
with materials found within the Carpathian Ba-
sin. During the 1950s, the archaeological mate-
rials that were found in the Lower Danube re-
gion remained practically unknown, because of 
the fact that the Bulgarian archaeology was in 

Keywords: Bucharest, Lake Tei, 10th century, material culture, “Hungarian warrior” 

Ключевые слова: Бухарест, озеро Тей, X век, материальная культура, «венгерский воин» 

E. Gáll
The Grave of an Allegedly “Conquest Period Hungarian Warrior” Found in 1959, at Tei Lake near Bucharest

In 1959, a brief, quarter page long report concerning a 10th century grave of a “Hungarian warrior” who died in the 
battle against the Bulgars was published by Sebastian Morintz and D. V. Rosetti. However, they did not clarify when and 
how the finds were recovered; the excavation project documentation has no records provided concerning the grave itself. 
Consequently, the author supposes that the finds recovered at Lake Tei near Bucharest were uncritically interpreted as a 
grave from the 10th century. These finds are without clear archaeological context and documentation, and should be removed 
from the list of 10th century Hungarian graves outside of the Carpathian Basin.

Э. Галл
Предполагаемое погребение «венгерского воина периода Обретения родины», обнаруженное 
в 1959 году у озера Тей возле Бухареста
В 1959 году С. Моринц и Д. В. Росетти опубликовали краткий, в четверть страницы, отчет о раскопках погребения 

X века, интепретированного ими как погребение «венгерского воина», павшего в битве с болгарами. Однако, оста-
лось неясным, когда и как эти находки были сделаны; в раскопочной документации нет сведений о самом погребении. 
Вследствии этого автор приходит к выводу, что эти находки были некритически и необоснованно интерпретированы 
в качестве погребения X века. Фактически, речь идет о случайных, разрозненных находках, без надлежащей доку-
ментации и без ясного археологического контекста. Поэтому автор предлагает исключить это погребение из списка 
венгерских погребений X века за пределами Карпатского бассейна.
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Fig. 1. A — Bucharest in 1959 and the place of the archaeological excavation from Lake Tei (the place of the 
excavation is shown with arrow) (ast er Morintz–Rosetti 1959: Hartă); B — Bucharest nowadays and the place of the 
archaeological excavation from Lake Tei (ast er Google.earth). 

Рис. 1. А —  Бухарест в 1959 году: район археологических раскопок у оз. Тей (место раскопок указано стрелкой) 
(по: Morintz–Rosetti 1959: Hartă). В – Бухарест в наши дни: то же место у оз. Тей ( по Google.earth). 
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409THE GRAVE OF AN ALLEGEDLY “CONQUEST PERIOD HUNGARIAN WARRIOR” AT LAKE TEI NEAR BUCHAREST

a nascent phase around that time (Langó 2005: 
213—216).

The interpretation proposed by S. Morintz and 
D. V. Rosetti left a deep mark on Hungarian re-
search and not only 1. As the fi nds have gained in-
ternational relevance and fame, two studies (ar-
chaeological and historical) referred to them (sim-
ilarly) as “Hungarian warrior” (AH 1996: 438: 
Map; Róna-Tas 1999: Fig. 16). In Fodor’s inter-
pretation, the grave from Bucharest could have 
belonged to a member of the Hungarian military 
sentinel guarding the road to Perejaslavec (AH 
1996: 439), while after Róna-Tas, the buried per-
son could be a member of a garrison deployed in 

1  It is highly likely that Radu Harhoiu was inspired by 
this study as well. In his study written in 1972, he linked the 
spreading of the lyre shaped buckles to the Hungarian polit-
ical-military activity in the Lower Danube region in the 10th 
century. In this sense, see Harhoiu 1972: 417—425.

the Carpathian Basin after the conquest in the 10th 
century (Róna-Tas 1999: 118) (Fig. 2) 2. 

However, the studies from Bulgaria of the last 
20 years have brought signifi cant changes to the 
interpretation of the archaeological material from 
Bucureşti-Tei. In the fi rst step, we have to take 
a look at the interpretation of the archaeological 
material (Fig. 3).

1. The typo-chronology of the material could 
not be related only to the fi nds of 10th century, be-
cause:

2  In 2008 István Erdélyi demonstrated that two graves 
from Krylos were dug in a druzhina burial ground, but all 
the graves date to the 10th century only. After Erdélyi, these 
two kurgan graves, which were documented in the burial 
ground at a great distance from each other, could be “Hun-
garians”, as mercenaries of the lord from Halych, but rather 
have to be linked to the Pecheneg culture circle. Erdélyi 
2008: 60—61.

Fig. 2. The graves and burial grounds outside of the Carpathian Basin interpreted as “Hungarian” funerary places 
(ast er AH 1996: 438, map). 

Рис. 2. Погребения и могильники вне Карпатского бассейна, интерпретированные как «венгерские» (по AH 1996: 
438, map). 
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a) the sabre never belonged to the museum 
collection; it has not been inventoried, and we 
know nothing about its type or dating (sabres tend 
to appear from the 2nd half or the last third of the 
7th century (Garam 1991: 142—160; Csiky 2015: 
214));

b) concerning the hammer-axe, which had 
been stored at the museum, V. Yotov in his anal-
ysis points out that this type of object was in use 
during the 7th —11th centuries in the neighbour-
ing Bulgarian territories (Йотов 2004: Oбp. 17). 
Nevertheless, I have to emphasize that the anal-
ogies of the hammer-axe from Bucharest, which 
were recorded in graves, were dated only by the 
8—9th centuries (and not at all after this time), like 
the axe from Krasen Grave 7 (Йотов 2004: no. 
596, Taб. LII/596). This type is, however, not doc-
umented for the 10th century Hungarian graves; 
the items found in the Carpathian Basin all have 
much longer butts (Kovács 1986: 325: 21. ábra). 
The analysis of Frigyes Szűcsi on the Avar peri-
od axes revealed clearly (Szücsi 2012: 121—137) 
that hammer-axes with the little butt in the Car-

pathian Basin were used during the 6—8th cen-
turies 3. 

c) the dating of the pear shaped stirrup cannot 
be narrowed down to the 10th century. Actually, 
this type spread around Eastern Europe in the 9th 
century (Komar 2018: 88). Stirrup fi nds from the 
territory of present-day Bulgaria are dated to the 
9th–10th centuries (Йотов 2004: тaб. 27). On the 
other hand, it should be laid down as fact that this 
type of stirrup is known only in 10th century as-
semblages in the Carpathian Basin, which suppos-
edly determined the dating argued by S. Morintz 
and D. V. Rosetti.

Yet, when accepting the argument that the 
fi nds belonged to the same grave, one faces sever-
al archaeological and historical interpretive prob-
lems.

1. Chronological span of the archaeological 
dating (the 9th and the 10th centuries) allows vari-
ous historical contextualizations.

2. The problems of historical interpretation:
2.1. If the fi nds are dated earlier than the end 

of the 9th century and the fi rst decades of the 10th 
century, the region was clearly under the rule of 
the Bulgarian state;

2.2. If they are dated to the second half of 
the 10th century, one should consider other fi nds 
connected to the Pechenegs in Wallachia (Ioniţă 
2005).

2.3. The historical interpretation by István 
Fodor seems, however, unrealistic, because the 
area of the present day Wallachia was a hinter-
land of the Bulgarian Empire in the 9th and 10th 
centuries. The site of the grave is, in fact, only 
150 km away from the larger centres of the Em-
pire (Fig. 4).

2.4. However, the geopolitical context should 
not defi ne the cultural/burial traditions of micro 
communities. Thus, in cultural sense, from the 
point of view of archaeology, it is possible to con-
sider the available material evidence as a “10th 
century Hungarian grave” 4, just not as part of the 

3  The closest analogies in the Carpathian Basin: 
Budakalász-Dunapart Graves 588 and 715, Cikó Grave 
117, Iskaszentgyörgy-Kincsesbánya, Noşlac Grave 12, 
Pókaszepetk Grave 382. Szücsi 2011, 25, 27, 32, 46, 67; 
Dobos 2018, Fig. 6/1. 

4  The archaeological inheritance of the “conquering 
Hungarians” should not be regarded as ethnospecifi c but 
as a regional cultural “conglomeration” which was char-
acteristic of the Carpathian Basin in the 10th century. The 
archaeological fi nds that have been left for us from the 
10th century Carpathian Basin, mainly fi nds from burial 
grounds, are not the relics of a big community with a uni-
form, “horizontal” identity (which is specifi c of modern 
nations) (Friedmann 1999), and defi nitely not the relics 
of an ethnic group. The very subjective narrative sources 
themselves speak of a population in the 10th century that 

Fig. 3. The archaeologial materials from Bucureşti-Tei 
as how were illustrated in the S. Morintz and D. Rosetti’s 
study (1959). 

Рис. 3. Археологические материалы из Бухарест-Тей 
по С. Моринцу и Д. Росетти (Morintz, Rosetti 1959). 
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Fig. 4. The burial grounds in the region of the Lower Danube from the 8—10th centuries: a — safe attribution; b — 
uncertain attribution; c — mixed burial grounds; d — other grave fi nds (ast er Fiedler 1992: Abb. 117). 

Рис. 4. Могильники VIII—X вв. в Нижнем Подунавье: а — надежно атрибутированные; b — с ненадежной атри-
буцией; с — смешанные могильники; d — прочие погребения (по Fiedler 1992: Abb. 117).

garian Principality in the 10th century (Рябцева, 
Рабинович 2007: 195—230). They base their 
theory on the fact that the Ulichs and Tivertsi pop-
ulations remained independent from the Rus Prin-
cipality until the 940s (Türk 2016: 84).

Based on the above points, the fi nds recovered 
at Tei Lake near Bucharest have been uncritical-
ly interpreted as a grave. This doesn’t quite meet 
the expectations of 21th century archaeology. As 
the fi nds are practically stray fi nds (i. e. without 
archaeological context and documentation), I 
should conclude that they ought to be removed 
from the list of the 10th century Hungarian graves 
outside of the Carpathian Basin. Sixty-one years 
afterwards!

Catalogue of the artefacts 6

1. Pear-shaped stirrup, with square strap loop, 
arches with square-shaped cross section and curved 
foot plate (after my tipology: Pe3a3) (Gáll 2015: Pl. 1). 
Height: 15.5 cm; width of the stirrup ear: 3.2 cm; open-
ing for the strap leather: 1.5 × 0.6 cm; widest part of 

6  I would like to express my gratitude to Theodor Au-
relian Ignat, archaeologist of the Bucharest Municipality 
Museum, for his help to document the artefacts.

Hungarian political-military system or entity in 
the 10th century, even when the fi nds had been as-
sociated to a partial horse burial 5.

2.5. In contrast to the ever-present theories of 
the Hungarian historiography like the one con-
cerning “10th century border zone at the eastern 
confi nes of the Hungarian Grand Principality” (so 
called gyepű in Hungarian), Svetlana S. Ryabtse-
va and Roman A. Rabinovich argue that the rela-
tively dense settled region stretching between the 
Eastern Carpathians and the Dniester River can-
not be defi ned as a border zone, but as a territory 
within the sphere of infl uence of the Grand Hun-

spoke at least two languages, but there are several sources 
which report the rapid structural integration of the Slavic-
speaking population. In more detail: A. H. 1996: 38; Bálint 
2005: 37—56; Gáll 2013: Vol. I: 637—640, 821—824, 
880—881, 900—903, 905—907. From historical view, the 
most representative work so far: Szűcs 1997.

5  Partial horse burials with harness (type Bálint II) 
(Bálint 1969: 107—114) are known not only in the Car-
pathian Basin, but also from the territory of Bulgaria, re-
spectively in the case of Saltovo-Mayaki culture burials as 
well. On these problems, see: Türk 2010: 283, Note 198 
with bibliography.
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the stirrup: 12.5 cm; width of the foot plate: 4.0 cm. 
Weight: 159.10 grams. Bucharest Municipality Mu-
seum. Inv. no.: 16028 (the former no.: 2930/1957) 
(fi g. 5: 1).

2. Fragments of a horse bit. Only one of the bit 
rings was preserved. Length of the bit parts: 1. 8.2 cm; 

2. 8.4 cm; diameter of the bit ring: 4.8 × 5.1 cm. Weight: 
67.95 grams. Bucharest Municipality Museum. Inv. 
no.: 15986 (the former no.: 2928/1957) (fi g. 5: 2).

3. Hammer-axe. Length: 16.5 cm. It can not be 
identifi ed in Bucharest Municipality Museum (the for-
mer no.: 2928/1957).
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