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TODOROV Nikolaj, Bulgaria

TOPAL Denis, Republic of Moldova
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I. Hauasio camono3Hanus (B IlpugyHaBbe o 1965 r.)
I. Early self-cognition (Danube area, before 1965)

1961 r. MeHA npeacTasunm CBeTY nNana u MaMa —
Omutpuii Hukonaesny Pycces v Enena lMNetposHa ManameH-Pyccesa

1961. | was introduced to the world by my Dad and my Mom: Dmitry
Nikolaevich Russev and Elena Petrovna Malamen-Russeva

I'IepBaﬂ cepbe3HanA KoMMnaHuA: «OauH, coBCceM oavH»,
B «BbllUMBaHKe» C ABOOPOAHBbIMU 6paTbF|MVI n cectpamu HO B pUTME BpeMEHU

My first serious company: in an ethnic shirt with my cousins “All by myself”, but in pace with the time



B netckom capy:
«YnbIGHUTECH, ApY3bA,
noYTasiboHy!»

LiBeToBOACTBO
ANA AeTCafoBLEB — BarKHbIA YPOK
Ha BCHO NMpeACTOALLYIO *U3Hb

Kindergarten: “Dear
friends, please smile
to the postman!”

Floriculture for the young kids:
an important lesson for the rest
of the life

1965

Halwue yTroe cygeHbIlKo
HaBcerga noxkmgaeT
raBaHb [ieTcTBa...

1965. Our flimsy vessel
abandons our childhood
harbor forever...



I1. «llIKoabHBIE rOABI — UyfecHble...»: CyBopoBo, 1965—1975 rr.
I1. The wonder of schoolyears: Suvorovo, 1965—1975

Mos CyBopoBCKas LUKONa — BUA, C KOJTOKOSbHY LIEPKBY
CBATbIX KOHCTaHTVHA 1 EneHbl

1975 r., BecHa. [leCATURIACCHUK
My Suvorovo school: a view from the bell-tower of St. Constantine and A

Elena Church 1975, spring. | am a student of the 10™ form

1971 r., neto. Knes. Mon
Knacc B [Mapke Cnasbl

1971, summer. My class in
the Park of Glory in Kiev

1973 1., ceHTABpb. [TOMOLLHMKM KOMIX03a Ha OYUCTKE KYKypy3bl

September 1973. Helping the kolkhoz at maize cleaning



1975 r., Mavi. CyBopoBo.
BbinycKHVKM B nocnegHuin pas
BMECTe Ha LIKOJIbHOM Kpbl/ibLie

1974 r., mapt. Opecca.
3alWWTHURM YecTn M3MannblLUyHBbI
Ha onMMNMage no UCTopum

March 1974. Odessa.
Defending the honor of Izmail
at the Olympics on History

1974 r., neto. Mockaa.
Co cnacutensamm Poccumn —
MuHUHBIM 1 [TorKapCKMM

1974, summer. Moscow.
With Russia’s saviors
Minin and Pozharsky

May 1975. Suvorovo.
The graduates’ last time together
on the school’s steps




III. Opecckuit yauBepcurer um. . 1. MeunukoBa, 1975—1980 rr.
I1I. I.I. Mechnikov University in Odessa, 1975—1980

1975r., 7 HOA6pS.
Cbop Ha [eMOHCTpaLMIo y peKTopaTa
B Havasne ynmupbl MeTpa Benvkoro

HauvHarowe ofecckmne NCTopukn
BCTpeyatoT HoBbii 1976 rog
B LLlamnaHcKkom nepeynke

7 November 1975.
Preparing to march out at the Rector’s Offices
at the beginning of Peter the Great Street

Young Odessa historians
celebrate the New Year 1976 in
Champagne Lane

Tak 6yaywme oduuepsl
n3yyvam AKM, BTP
¥ Tonorpaduyeckune KapTebl...

The future military officers
study AKM, armored
personnel vehicles and
topographic maps...




1978 ., 30 ceHTAbOPS. [eHb «kpeanTtopos» — Bepbl, Hapewabl 1 o6y,
[py3ba 1 noapyru Ha cTyaeH4YecKoli ceaabbe

30 September 1978. “Creditors™ Day: Vera, Nadezhda and Lubov. Friends at a student wedding

1979 r., ceHTAGPD. MATUKYPCHWKM
H. Pycces 1 A. MNaH4uyK B ofeccKoi
wKone N2119

September 1979. Fifth-year students
N. Russev and A. Panchuk in Odessa
School no.119

Torpa e v Tam #e. Ewe He,ElVII'U'IOMVIpOBaHHbIVI UCTOPUK nepen NbiTiMBbIMX NMOHEPaMN

Same time and place. A still uncertified historian before inquisitive pioneers




IV. 1976—1980 rr.: Briepej;, B ipouioe noj ¢yiarom apxeosioruu!
IV. 1976—1980: forward, into the past, under the banners of archaeology!

MoeT 6bITb, OT NeYxy,
C/IOMKEHHOM Koraa-To B6nM3mM

rpaHunLibl PUMCKon nMnepunt...

1976 r. Monora. Moii nyTb apxeonora
HavancA B necke y [IHeCTPOBCKOro
MMaHa

1976. Mologa. My way in archaeology
began in a grove near the Dniester liman

Who knows, maybe from a
hearth built some time ago
near the boundaries of the
Roman Empire...

1977 r., aBrycr.

ITO CYYMNOCh B KCNEANLMM
nof Ha4asioM JoLeHTa

A.B. l'yoroBovi

August 1977.

Once in the expedition led by
Associate Professor

A.V. Gudkova




B oTpAAe COo 3HAMEHEM,
0CBALWEHHBIM Ha pacKonKkax
nosyBapBapCrOro noceneHnA

1978 r., peBpanb. Kues.

OpHaKo Ha HalLly MepByto HAY4HYI0 KOHGEPEHLo
B YepHUros npAMoesKan gopora nposerana
yepes «CTo/bHbIM Fpad» Apocnasa Myaporo

Squadron with the banner
consecrated on the digs of
a semi-Barbaric settlement

February 1978. Kiev.

We arrived to our first scientific conference
in Chernigov, however, via Yaroslav the Wise's
capital city

1980 . Opecca.

Tem netom reapama Monoru
3acTbifa B Wware

OT CAMOCTOATESbHOM CTe3u

1980. Odessa.

The summer when Mologa
guards were one step away
from their own independent
path




V. 1980—1983 rr.: B UnbuueBcke, rpe3nBLIeM UMeHeM BO/IbHOT0 UepHOMOpCKa
V. 1980—1983: in Ilyichevsk, which aspired to be the free town of Chernomorsk

1981 r. MNoarteeprpaato ciosa
AnexcaHgpa TeapOoBCKOro:
«f, noM1Mmo npoyero, nost..»

1981. | confirm Alexander
Twardowski’s words: “Among

|7

other things, | am a poetl..

1982 ., aBrycT. «3amMeuyaTesnbHbIN BorKaTbl» € aeneraumein Onecckoli 06n1actv B ApTeke

August 1982. “A marvelous camp-counselor” with the delegation from Odessa Oblast in Artek Summer Camp

[upexTop

[Joma nroHepos

uMm. Apraaua Marigapa
B MKIOPU KOHKypca
LUKO/bHUKOB

Director of A. Gaidar
House of Pioneers

as a jury member at
a competition among
schoolchildren




1982 r., oceHb. XonMmcroe. Tpacca y packona — axcrneauumn B byarkake npogom<atoTtca...

1982, autumn. Kholmskoe. A motorway at the side of the dig - expeditions to Budzhak continue...

Yantenb nctopum LKosbl N3
KaK OpraHM3aTop HOBOMOJHOM
ONCKOTEKMN.

Teacher of history at school
no.3 as organizer of a super-
modern disco

1983 r., aBrycr.
OBMAOMONONBCKUN
paiioH. «Kny6 Becenbix
1 HaXo4uMBbIX»
npenogasaresnei
6pocaeT BbI30B y4eH!-
KaMm B fieTHeM Jlarepe
TpyAa n oTabIxa

August 1983.
Ovidiopol Raion. The
Club of the Cheerful
and Sharp-Witted
teachers challenges
students in the
Summer Camp of Rest
and Labor



VI. 1983—1987 rr: B HOxxHOM, coTBOpeHHOM npu OfecCKoOM NPUIIOPTOBOM 3aBOje
VI. 1983—1987: Yuzhnyi, built at Odessa Port Factory

Cpeay yunteneit 1 ydeHMKoB KOrKHEHCKOW cpefHei WwKonbl N2 1

Among teachers and students of Yuzhnyi Secondary School no.1

1984 r., nionb. BnagbiveHbl. KOHble apxeonorn HaumMHatoT
PACKOMKM aNaHCKMX KaTakoMb y o3epa Annyx

July 1984. Vladiceni. Young archaeologists start their
digs in the Alan catacombs at Yalpuh Lake

TakmmM B aBrycte 1984 r.
A BriepBble nNpuexan B Mongasuio
Ha packonku Craporo Opxea

This is me in August 1984, when
| came to the digs in the Old Orhei
in Moldova



1985 r., neto. ApMeHuA.
Ckanbl KaBkasa NoMHAT, KpoMe Hac,
Anekcangpa MakeJoHCKOro

1985, summer. Armenia.
The rocks of the Caucasus remember
us and Alexander the Great

BpaBbiit MMOHEPCKUI KNacc nof pyKOBOACTBOM CBOEMO YYUTESIA-KOMCOMOSIbLIA

The brave class of pioneers led by their teacher-comsomolist

1987 r. N BHoBb KBH:
nenarorn CoCTA3atTcA
C OeCATUKNACCHUKAMM

1987. The Club of the
Cheerful and Sharp-
Witted again: teachers
compete with the 10"
form students




VII. KuminneB 1987—1998 rr. — ucciepoBaHus B AKajjeMHUU HayK
VII. Kishinev in 1987—1998 — studies in the Academy of Sciences

B Opecce Ha nepeesn B Mongasuio
MeHA 6narocnosuna A.B. Nyaxosa

A.V. Gudkova blesses me to move
from Odessa to Moldova

Moii war ogobpunn M.0. KapbilKOBCKui
1 ero keHa Anna ViBaHoBHa

B KuumHeBe MeHA paayLwHO NpuHAIM
rnasa apxeonoros [1.11. BoipHA
1 ero COTPYAHVKM

My decision was approved by
P.O. Karyshkovsky and his wife Alla

In Kishinev, | was cheerfully welcomed
by the leader of archaeologists
P.P. Birnea and his colleagues




B Crapom Opxee A no3HakomumncA
C 3aBefyloLLMM OTAeNa MeyeBUCTUKN
MN.B. CoBeToBbIM

| met P.V. Sovetov, Chair of the Medieval
Section, in the Old Orhei

B asrycte 1987 r. pykoBoguTtenem mMoen
Hay4HoOl paboTbl CTas HOSbLLON 3HATOK
Monpasum XIII—XV BB. J1.J1. MNoneson

In August 1987, L.L. Polevoy, a big
connoisseur of 13t"—15%" centuries Moldova,
was appointed my PhD advisor

Bcrope B HuwumHes
nepeexasna v MoA CeMbA
(doT0 1990T)

My family joined me in
Kishinev very soon (photo
of 1990)




VIII. UcTopuko-apxeosiorudyeckue ucciaegpoBanus y Cysoposo (1993—2000 rr.)
VIII. Historical-Archaeological Studies at Suvorovo (1993—2000)

1993 . HayanoM «MpuayHancKoro HanpasieHns» MOVX 3aHATUI CTana KoMneKTuBHan paboTa «beccapabckue
6onrapbl 0 cebe»: yHACTHUKM MPOEKTA Ha MKHUKe B Bonrapum

1993. A collective paper “Bessarabian Bulgarians about Themselves” marked the beginning of the “Danubian vector”
in my research: project participants at a picnic in Bulgaria

M3yyeHune MaTepuasibHol KynbTypbl BOAM3u CyBOPOBO 06PEso HOBbIM CMbICH, KOTAa B paboTy BRAUMIMCE MACTUTbIE
yueHble — M.B. LLlykuH, A.B. T'yarosa v K. PaHac6opr

Studying material culture near Suvorovo acquired a new sense with the inflow of skillful researchers: M.B. Shchukin,
A.V. Gudkova and K. Randsborg



B LieHTp BHUMaHUA yyeHbIX
YKpauHbl, Mongosbl, Poccum
1 JaHum nonanm NamATHUKM
apXeosiorMm pasHbix 3rox,
06HapY*EeHHbIe Yy CEBEPHbIX
6eperos o3epa Katnabyx

Scholars from Ukraine, Moldova,
Russia and Denmark focused on
archaeological sites of different
epochs found on the northern
shore of the Catlabuh Lake

Ocob60e BHMMaHMe 6bIO yAeNeHo oTAeNbHbIM YHaCTKaM «HukHero TpasHoBa Bana»

Special attention was paid to a few sections of the “Inferior Trajan Wall”

Pacrkonkv npoBognmncs

1 B ypoumLLe «Hane»,

YTO MO-TIOPKCKM O3HaYaeT
«KpenocCTb»

Digs were led in Kale stow,
which is the Turkic word
for ‘fort’




IX. C 1998 r.: nam onbiT BAIIL, niu B Beiciieli AHTPOMO/I0rHYeCcKo IKoJIe

IX. From 1998: our experience in High Anthropological School University

O6yyeHune CTyLEeHTOB...

1999.1. Y Bxona B BALLL.
CoTpyaHVKM YHUBEPCUTETA
nocse obnaveHrs B MaHTUIO
MOYETHOro AOKTOPA BCEMUPHO
MpW3HAHHOIO aHTporosora
N.C. KneitHa

1999. Entrance to HAS.
University staff after
awarding ceremony of Doctor
Honoris Causa to the world-
known anthropologist

Leo S. Klejn

Teaching students

2005 r., Koctewwbl. Packonku 3010T0-
OPAbIHCKOM 3EMNIAHKM

2005, Costesti. Digging a Golden Horde

mud hut




Hosan TatapoBka
(COpOKCKMiA palioH).
15 aBrycta —
apeonar B [leHb
apxeorora

Tatarduca Noua
(Soroca District).
15 August — the
Areopagus for the
Archaeology Day

MoaroToBKa pUTyasibHOro KoCcTpa HouHble NiACKK B Crosoxax orHA HOCAT ryBoKMIA NMOYTW TaliHbIN

3aBepLueHal CMbIC/T...

The ritual fire has been prepared Night dances in sparkling fire bear a very deep, almost secret
meaning...

Mocne CTpororo nogsegexHna
UTOroB NpasaHnKa

When the conclusions of the
holiday have been drawn




X. Becennue mecsupl 2000 r.: 3amjUTa JOKTOPCKOM JUCCePTaLUAA
X. Spring months of 2000: Doctoral Thesis

2000 r., anpenb. CaHKT-
MeTepbypr: MybnnyHan
3almTa Kak 0bbluHO
NpOBOAMUTCA B TAMHCTBEHHOM
nonympaxe «[ly6osoro 3ana»
WHcTuTyTa ncropun
MarepuanbHol KynbTypbl PAH

April 2000. S.-Petersburg:
public presentation of thesis,
as arule, is held in the dark
and mysterious “Oak Hall”

of the Institute of History of
Material Culture of the Russian
Academy of Sciences

Ha TpubyHe, KOHEYHO, ANCCEPTAHT,
a 3acefjaeT y3Kuin Kpyr
NOCBALLEHHBIX COYHACTHKOB

The author of the dissertation
is, of course, at rostrum, in front
of a small circle of initiated
accomplices

B Kynyapax — [py3bs, COYyBCTBYIOLLME U HEKOTOPbIE UHKOTHUTO...

In the back rooms - friends, sympathisers and a few incognito...



HedopmanbHas
BCTpeYa B CrasibHOM
paroHe NuTepa
y Anekcesa Jiunarosa

An informal
meeting at Alexei
Lipatov’s in one
of S.-Petersburg’s
sleeping districts

[TogBepeHve UToroB gencTea
NMPOXOAMT MOA YYTHWUM pyKO-
BoacteoM A.H. KupnnuHukosa
1 B.M. MaccoHa B Otaene
CnaBAHO-GUHCKOI apxeosnorm

Conclusions are drawn

under a smart leadership

by A.N. Kirpichnikov and

V.M. Masson in the Slavic-Finn
Archaeology Section

2000 r., Mman.
RuwmHes.
3aBepLuatoLLyin
aKKopZ Mbeckl cpeau
ronner u3 BALL,

yn. 3umbpynyii, 10A

May 2000. Kishinev.
The finale among the
colleagues from HAS,
10A Zimbrului St.




XI. BAIII orkpbiBaer boarapuro c 2000 r.
XI. High Anthropological School University discovers Bulgaria since 2000

ArycT 2000 r. PyiiHo, CunncTpeHcKas obnacTb.
[NepBble pacKoMKK MONAABCKOM SKCNeaULMA
Ha npaBobepebe [yHan

August 2000. Ruino, Silistra region. First digs by the
Moldovan Expedition on the right bank of the Danube
River

JTy naeto noaaepHan npeacenarens AreHTcTea
o Aenam 6onrap, H1BYLIMX 32 rPaHULIEN, HblHE N3BECT-
HbI MeaneBUCT U TenerypHanucT MNnameH lMNasnos

The idea was supported by the Chair of the Bulgarians
Abroad Agency, now well-known medievalist and TV
journalist Plamen Pavlov

MepBbiM pyKoBOAMTENEM HaLLEV SKCneauumm ctan leopruin ATaHacoB, KOTOPOMY COAENCTBOBA BbICOKOABTOPUTETHDIV

6onrapckuin cneumanuct — Anexcangp Hyses

The first leader of our expedition was Georgi Atanasov, supported by a renown Bulgarian specialist Alexandr Kuzev




Cummctpa. BarkHonm Bexon
COTpYOHWYECTBA CTaM PaCKOMKK

B OBEAHHOM JlereHaamm AyHaickoM
[JopocTone (HayanbHUK 3Kcneaun-
umn Feopruin AtaHacos)

Silistra. Digs in the legendary
Dorostol on the Danube became
an important landmark in our
cooperation (leader of the
expedition Georgi Atanasov)

bana, BapHeHcKan 06nactb. HoBbIM CTYMEHbI0 B apXeosiorMyeckux U3blCKaHusax ctana paboTa Ha NpUMOPCKOM MbICY
CB. ATaHac (Ha4anbHUK 3Kcneanunn Banepuii MoTos)

Byala, Varna region. Digs on the seaside promontory Sveti Atanas marked a new stage in archaeological research
(leader of the expedition Valery Yotov)

SKcneavLym B Bonrapum CylLIeCTBEHHO PaCLLMPUM KpyT MonX Kosner. B ux umcne Visan MopaaHos, Anekcanap MuHues
1 6e3BpemeHHO yilieawumii Pawo Pauwes

Through expeditions in Bulgaria | met many new colleagues. Among them, Ivan Yordanov, Alexandr Minchev and late
Rasho Rashev



XII. Tapakinickuii yHUBepcuTeT, ¢ 2004 1.

XII. Taraclia University, since 2004

2012 r. Boictynnexue
C Hay4HbIM [JOKTaA0M
0 HavasnbHOW NCTopUn
Taparnum

2012. Academic
presentation on the
early history of Taraclia

C Konneramm
B KabuHeTe peKTopa

With colleagues, in
Rector’s office

Co cTyneHTamy, CTaBLwvMm
npenoAasaTtenamm yHu-
BepcuTeTa

With former students, now
university lecturers




Ha npa3gHuke BuHa
cpeau Nofen, XopoLLo
M3BECTHbIX B Tapaxkimm
1 Bcen Monpgose

Wine Day, among the
well-known people in
Taraclia and Moldova

lNpe3eHTaumA B yH1BEpCHTETE KHUMM
6onrapckoro ¢unonora MapuarHbl [eopruesoii

2006 r., aBrycT.
AndaTap. Bctpeya

Ha MCTOpUYeCKoM
poauHe: «[lobpe gowmly
CTyaeHTbl 3HaKoMATCA

C 3THOrpadUn4ecKuM
Hacneavem npeaxos

Presentation of a book by Bulgarian philologist
Marianna Gheorghieva in Taraclia University

August 2006. Alfatar.

A meeting in the
historical homeland:
“Dobre doshlil Welcome!”
Students meet their
ethnographical heritage




Mo-nperHemy cpean apy3ei
1 KOMMEr: HW3Hb NPOJO/HaeTCA

Still among friends and
colleagues: life goes on




