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E.F. Athanassopoulos
Medieval Glazed Pottery: Archaeological Evidence from Rural Greece

The study of medieval and post-medieval pottery in Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean has attracted significant interest
in recent years. The purpose of this paper is to outline the main trends in the medieval countryside based on the evidence of
archaeological regional surveys in central and southern Greece. These projects have established that glazed pottery circulated
widely in the 12% and 13" centuries CE. The availability of substantial bodies of ceramic material from rural areas allows us to
address questions of production and consumption patterns over time. It is well documented that in southern Greece the quantity
of glazed wares increased dramatically after the late 11* century. This increase most likely indicates changes in the organization
as well as the technology of glazed pottery production.

This paper also includes a case study from the region of Nemea, in southern Greece. The Nemea Valley Archaeological
Project (NVAP), an intensive regional survey undertaken in the 1980s, has established that glazed pottery is widely distributed
in the Nemea valley and the surrounding area. NVAP also identified a medieval pottery workshop, which, most likely, produced
glazed pottery. In addition, the excavations of the Sanctuary of Zeus at Nemea have recovered large amounts of well-preserved
medieval pottery, including diagnostic glazed wares.

3. ®. AmaHaconynoc
CpeAHeBeKoBaA NOMIMBHAA KepaMUKa: apxeosiorMueckue cBMAeTeNbCTBA U3 cenbcKoi Mpeuun

B nocnegHve rodbl MOBbIWEHHBIA MHTEPEC Bbi3bIBAIOT MCCIEA0BAaHUA CPeAHEBEKOBOM M MOCT-CPeHEBEKOBOM KepamuKm
B peumn 1 B BoctouHoM CpeamseMHoMopbe. Lienb HacToAwwen craTtbn — 04epTUTb OCHOBHbLIE TEHAEHUMW Pa3BUTUA MOCTYNIEHNA
rna3ypoBaHHON KepaMKKK B CebCKOM MeCTHOCTM B CpeaHve BeKa, OCHOBbLIBAACh Ha MaTepuasiax apxeosiorMyeckix ncceaosa-
HWUIM B pernoHe LeHTPasIbHOM M 10HOM Mpeumn. Tak, B Xxo4e MccneaoBaHui 6bl10 06HapyMeHo, YTO NoMMBHAA KepaMuka nMena
wmpoKoe xorkaerHuwe B XIl—XIII BB. Kepamuyeckme MaTepuaribl U3 CeMbCKOM MECTHOCTW, AOCTYMHbIE B 60/bLIOM KOMYECTBe, Mo-
3BOJIAIOT HAM PACCMOTPETL BOMPOCHI, CBA3AHHbIE C 3BOSTIOLMEN NMPOM3BOACTBA M BLITOBAHWA Pa3INHHbIX MOSMBHBIX M34EMIA. YeTKo
[OOKYMEHTMPYETCA TOT BaKT, YTo B I0XKHOM [Ppeumm Konm4ecTBo NosMBHBIX COCY40B PE3KO BO3pOCIO B KoHLe XI B. Takoe yBennye-
HWe, CKopee BCero, YKa3biBAeT Ha M3MEHEeHWs B OpraHm3aumm 1 TeXHOMOMM NPOM3BOACTBA MOSIMBHOM KepamuKu.

AHaNM3MpYeTCA KOHKPEeTHasA cMTyaums B permoHe HeMes (B 10xHoM Mpeumn). Kak bbliio yCTaHoBEHO B paMKax Apxeosiormye-
cKoro lMNpoekta Hemerckon [onmHbl — 0BLUMPHOMO PervoHasIbHOro UCCe4oBaHMA, NpoBegeHHoro B 1980-x rogax,— nosneHan
KepamuKa nosy4Ynna WpoKoe pacrpocTpaHeHye B HeMelickon [JonvHe 1 B ee OKpecTHOCTsAX. B xoae Toro »e npoeKTta 6bina 0bHa-
pY*eHa CpeJHEBEKOBAA rOHYapHaA MacTepcKas, B KOTOPOK, BEPOATHO, M3rOTOBAANMCL MOSMBHBIE COCYAbl. Kpome Toro, Bo BpeMsi
pacKomnoK xpama 3eBca B Hemee 6bl10 06Hapy*KeHO 60JIbLIOE KOMIMHYECTBO XOPOLIO COXPaHMBLLEMCA CPeAHEBEKOBOM KepaMyKM,
B TOM YnC/Ie UCCnedyeMblX 34eCh MOSMBHBIX COCYA0B.

The study of medieval and post-medieval ceramics!, and a greater understanding is being
pottery in Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean gained of their importance both as a dating tool
has attracted significant interest in recent years.
This is a very welcome development, as earli-
er archaeological excavations of Classical sites : iuhe are In
were not keen to preserve or publish material changeable Chronologlca_lly_. However, “Medieval” is a

preferred term, because it is broader and allows us to

that dated to th?se (ilate”.l)eri()d.& IncreasmgIY: correlate developments in Greece to other parts of the
scholarly attention is being paid to medieval Eastern Mediterranean and Western Europe.

1 The terms “Medieval” and “Byzantine” are inter-

© E.F. Athanassopoulos, 2017.

71



MNonueBHaA kepammka CpeanseMHoMopbA U MpuuepHoMopba X—XVIII BB.
| - "
© Patrai\__ s o, \ |
CO/ g 2 -
V73 lé
Zemenao
2 ATHENS
Sicyon o
CORINTH e
Corinthia O Hexamilion*Wall °
Pentescouphci) Acrocorinth

Polyphengic\

0 10

20 km

Heights above sea level in meters:
100 200 500 1000 2000
I I I ]

0
[

NN
N

N
N

N\t Agios Vassileios

Agiumc;)ri o Angelokastro

Argolis

Fig. 1. Map of the North-Eastern Peloponnesos with the NVAP survey area.
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and a source for understanding the social and eco-
nomic history of the region. Here a brief history
of earlier research is presented, before attention is
turned to archaeological sites in southern Greece,
and in particular to the region of Nemea.

The first major publication of medieval pot-
tery appeared in 1907 (Wallis 1907). In the fol-
lowing years a number of important publica-
tions of museum collections and excavations in
Constantinople set the foundations for the study
of medieval ceramics (Ebersolt 1910; Stevenson
1947; Talbot Rice 1928; 1930; 1958). These ear-
ly and influential publications were based on
decorated, glazed wares. Coarse, unglazed pot-
tery was not considered, since these scholars had
art-historical interests and training (Wallis 1907;
Talbot-Rice 1930). Excavations in Constantinople
(Istanbul) have continued to produce significant
studies of medieval and post-medieval pottery
(Hayes 1992; Peschlow 1977). In Cyprus there
has been a steady interest in the archaeology of
the Medieval period since the 1950s (Catling
1972; Dikigoropoulos and Megaw 1958; Du Plat
Taylor, Megaw 1951; Megaw 1951; 1971; 1972;
1984).

In Greece the sites that produced the first
substantial collections of medieval pottery are
Corinth, Athens and Sparta. Deposits from the
Athenian Agora with ceramics of the Middle
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Byzantine and later periods were published in
the 1930s and 1940s (Frantz 1938; 1942; Waage
1933). Material from the early excavations at
Sparta was published in 1910 (Dawkins, Droop
1910). However, it is the excavations at Corinth
that have greatly advanced our knowledge of me-
dieval material culture, including ceramics. The
classification of Byzantine pottery developed by
Morgan (1942) is still widely used and his cat-
alogue has become the standard work of refer-
ence, even though the chronology has been re-
vised in recent years (Sanders 2003). Morgan
published only fine wares, with a chronological
range between the 9" and the early 14" centu-
ry. He classified the ceramics according to dec-
orative techniques (painted, incised, slip paint-
ed) and dated the styles on the basis of coin
evidence. Corinth, which had been one of the im-
portant centers in the Peloponnese throughout the
Middle Ages, declined dramatically in the 14"
century and this is reflected in its ceramic record.
Morgan’s catalogue becomes imprecise from the
13% century onwards, although subsequent pub-
lications have improved our knowledge of ear-
ly 14™ century ceramics, as well as of coarse
wares (Mackay-Stilwell 1967; 2003; Sanders
1987; 2003). Corinth has continued to produce a
wealth of medieval material remains. In the last
thirty years strata dating to the Frankish period
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Fig. 2. Map of the NVAP survey area with medieval sites.

Puc. 2. Kapta 06nact nccnegosaHuii ApXeonormyeckoro npoekTa Hemenckoin 4onmHel ¢ 0603HaYeHNEM CpeaHEBEKOBBIX MaMATHUKOB.

have been meticulously excavated and have en-
riched our knowledge of medieval urban habita-
tion (Williams 2003).

Furthermore, the 1980s mark the beginnings
of avery active period of publications of medieval
and post-medieval ceramics from various regions
of Greece and Cyprus, often brought together in
museum exhibits (E.g., Bakirtzis 1980; 1989;
Bakirtzis, Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1981; Gregory
1987; loannidaki-Dostoglou 1989; Papanikola-
Bakirtzis 1983; 1989; Philotheou, Michailidou

1986; Vavylopoulou-Charitonidou 1984; 1989).
In 1987, the French Archaeological School in
Athens organized the first specialized conference
on Byzantine pottery (Deroche, Spieser 1989).
Since then, the steady stream of publications on
this subject has continued. A similar level of in-
terest in the archaeological study of medieval
material culture is evident in other areas, espe-
cially in Anatolia and the Near East (e.g., Sardis:
Crawford 1990; Scott, Kamilli 1981; Pergamon:
Spieser 1996; Near East: Boas 1999; Pringle
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Fig. 3. Site 7 glazed pottery.

Puc. 3. MNonvBHaA KepammKa namATHWKA 7.

1982; 1984; 1985; 1986; Sagalassos: Vionis et al.
2010).

An additional factor contributing to the
growth of medieval and post-medieval ceramic
studies is the proliferation of archaeological re-
gional surveys in the last 35 years. Landscape
or survey archaeology in Greece dates back to
the 1950s, starting with the Minnesota Messenia
Expedition (MME) (McDonald, Rapp 1972).
The early Greek surveys, such as the MME, ap-
proached the medieval and post-medieval peri-
ods primarily from a historical point of view. For
example, the MME offered little archaeological
information on the Medieval period but it pro-
vided a historical perspective on the economy
and settlement of the area in Early Modem times
based on Venetian documents (Topping 1972).
This was an important milestone; it established
the diachronic model which subsequent region-
al surveys adopted.

The second generation of surveys, under-
taken in the 1980s and 1990s, has taken an ac-
tive interest in the archaeological documentation
of the medieval countryside. Large-scale, inten-
sive surveys have been carried out in many re-
gions of Greece, including the Peloponnese,
e.g., Southern Argolid (Jameson, Runnels, Van
Andel 1994; Sutton 2000), Nemea (Wright et
al. 1990; Athanassopoulos 2004; 2010; 2016),
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Fig. 4. Site 7 glazed pottery.

Puc. 4. MNMonvBHas Kepamvka NaMATHUKA 7.

Laconia (Cavanagh et al. 1996; 2002), Berbati-
Limnes (Wells, Runnels, Zangger 1990; Wells,
Runnels 1996), Methana (Mee, Forbes 1997),
Pylos (Davies 2004; Davis et al. 1997; Davis
1998), Asea (Forsén and Forsén 2003), Eastern
Corinthia (Caraher, Nakassis, and Pettigrew
2006; Pettegrew 2007; Tartaron et al. 2006);
central Greece (Boeotia: Bintliff, Snodgrass
1985; Bintliff 1996; Bintliff, Howard, Snodgrass
2007; Vionis 2008; Vroom 2003); Crete (Gkiasta
2008), especially Sphakia (Sphakia Survey n.d.)
and Vrokastro (Hayden 2004; 2005); some of
the Aegean islands, e.g., Cyclades (Vionis 2012),
Melos (Renfrew, Wagstaff 1982; Sanders 1996),
Keos (Cherry, Davis, Mantzourani 1991), and
Kythera (Ince, Koukoulis, Smyth 1987; Ince et
al. 1989).
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Fig. 5. Site 602 glazed pottery.

Puc. 5. MNonveHas Kepamyka naMATHUKa 602.

The “new wave” of intensive surveys or
landscape archaeology projects have made sig-
nificant contributions to the study of the medi-
eval landscape. They have produced substantial
bodies of medieval material remains and pro-
vided detailed information on rural habitation
and land use. Thus, for the first time we can ap-
proach this subject from the perspective of ar-
chaeology. Prior to the development of this ap-
proach, we were constrained by the lack of tex-
tual sources, such as tax registers or monastic
archives, which are available only for few areas
in Greece (e.g., Mount Athos). The availabil-

ity of survey data has also encouraged the de-
velopment of methods that integrate archival in-
formation with material remains. Thus, these ef-
forts mark a new phase of growth for medieval
archaeology in Greece.

The purpose of this paper is to outline the
main trends in the medieval countryside based on
the evidence of archaeological regional surveys
in central and southern Greece. It is well docu-
mented that in central and southern Greece the
quantity of glazed wares increased dramatical-
ly after the late 11" century, a trend that contin-
ued in the 12" and 13" centuries CE (Armstrong
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1996; 2002; Bintliff 2013; Vionis 2013; Vroom
1998; 2000; 2003).

This increase most likely indicates chang-
es in the organization as well as the technology
of glazed pottery production. Corinth provides
the best documented case of medieval pottery
production and consumption in an urban cen-
ter in Greece. Several medieval workshops with
kilns have been excavated in Corinth (Morgan
1942: 14; Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1999: 159). The
Corinthian industry developed between the 9*
and 11" centuries. During this phase the local
pottery workshops produced a variety of products
including chafing dishes, cups, pitchers, and pil-
grims’ flasks. It should be noted that the percent-
age of glazed pottery recovered from the excavat-
ed deposits of this period is very small. The earli-
est glazed wares, the so-called white wares, were
probably produced in Constantinople (Hayes
1992: 4). Until the late 11* century, most glazed
ceramics were imported from Constantinople, the
best known type being Polychrome ware. The
quantity of glazed wares increased dramatically
after the late 11" century when red biscuit wares
became predominant (Sanders 2000; Armstrong
and Hatcher 1997: 2—3). The red-biscuit glazed
wares include a variety of decorative techniques
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(e.g., sgraffito, slip painted, painted) and motifs.
They are a common find in archaeological ex-
cavations and surveys and are plentiful in urban
centers as well as rural areas.

According to Sanders (2000) decorated
glazed pottery became common in other urban
centers (e.g., Sparta, Thebes, Athens) in the sec-
ond quarter of the 12" century and tend to appear
in rural areas after the mid-12" century. Sanders
suggests that “increase in decorated and glazed
pottery seems to be a phenomenon experienced
initially by a mature urban market economy such
as that of Corinth and only later in smaller com-
munities” (Sanders 2000: 171). The evidence for
increased production and consumption of glazed
wares in rural areas comes mainly from archaeo-
logical surveys (e.g., Laconia, Boeotia, Nemea).
In turn, the availability of glazed decorated wares
in rural areas indicates that ceramic production
was widespread.

Well documented ceramic workshops in the
Aegean area are known from Corinth (Morgan
1942: 14—21), Didymoteichon (Bakirtzis
1980), Serres (Papanikola-Bakirtzis, Dauter-
man-Maguire, Maguire 1992), Thessaloniki
(Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1999), and Cyprus
(Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1996). Additional work-
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Fig. 7. Site 600 glazed pottery.

Puc. 7. MNonveHas Kepammka namaTHuKa 600.

shops of medieval and post-medieval pottery
have been identified at Sparta, Mikro Pisto,
Thrace, and Pydna (Papanikola-Bakirtzis 1999,
2003; see also Francois, Spieser 2002). Thus,
an emerging pattern of decentralized ceram-
ic production correlates well with the wide cir-
culation of glazed wares in the countryside.
These issues will be examined more in depth
through a case study, focusing on the region of
Nemea, located in NE Peloponnese, in southern
Greece.

Nemea: The Nemea Valley
Archaeological Project

The region of Nemea has been the subject
of archaeological research since the 18" centu-
ry. Interest in the Sanctuary began as early as
1766, when Richard Chandler, sponsored by the
Society of the Dilettanti, visited the area and car-
ried out a small excavation at the Temple of Zeus
(Chandler 1766: 245). In 1884, and again in 1912,
French archaeologists undertook limited exca-
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Fig. 8. Site 600 glazed pottery.

Puc. 8. MNonvBHaA Kepammka namATHMKa 600.

vations (Cousin, Diirrbach 1885; Clemmensen,
Vallois 1925). Further excavations were under-
taken in 1924—1926, by B.H. Hill and C.W.
Blegen (Blegen 1925; 1926; 1927) and in 1964,
by C.K. Williams (Williams 1965). Since the ear-
ly 1970s the University of California-Berkeley
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has continued the archaeological investigations at
the Sanctuary of Zeus at Nemea and the Stadium.
The excavations have produced substantial evi-
dence for occupation during the 12%—13" cen-
turies A.D. Farming activities were extensive;
farming plots, an irrigation ditch, agricultural im-
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Fig. 9. Site 600 glazed pottery.

Puc. 9. MNonmneHas Kepamyika namATHUKa 600.

plements, ceramics, and coins of this period have
been found throughout the area. Large amounts
of well-preserved medieval pottery, including di-
agnostic glazed wares of the 12% and 13" cen-
turies have been recovered. Only a small selec-
tion of this material has been published to date.
Currently, the excavated deposits dating to the
medieval period are under study:.

In addition to the excavation, an intensive re-
gional survey, the Nemea Valley Archaeological
Project (NVAP), was undertaken in the 1980s in
the region of Nemea (Fig. 1). The NVAP has es-
tablished that medieval pottery, including glazed
wares, is widely distributed in the Nemea valley

and the surrounding area. There is a proliferation
of habitation sites and agricultural activity during
the late 11%/early 12— early 14" centuries doc-
umented through intensive fieldwork.

The NVAP survey recorded two large sites and
a substantial number of small sites, located on the
lower slopes of the hills surrounding the Nemea
valley, and in smaller valleys in the southern part
of the area (Fig. 2). The smaller sites vary in size;
they usually cover less than a hectare. There are
two large sites, sites 600 and 704, which consist
of dense scatters of ceramics spread over sever-
al fields. Site 600 covers an area of approximate-
ly 34 hectares. Site 704 has an estimated size of
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Fig. 10. Site 600 glazed pottery.

Puc. 10. MNonveHaA Kepammka namaATHMKa 600.

47 hectares. Here only a small selection of glazed
ceramics from a few NVARP sites will be present-
ed.’

2 For a full presentation see Athanassopoulos
2016.
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Site 7 is located in the Nemea River bottom-
lands, spread over a number of fields. Its estimat-
ed size is 80x150m or 1.2 hectares. It is a multi-
period site with a substantial medieval compo-
nent. Most of the medieval ceramic material came
from one field that had been deep-ploughed. It
produced pottery of the mid to second half of the
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12t century, including a large portion of a well-
preserved sgraffito bowl with central medallion
(Fig. 3: 4), fragments of medallion style sgraf-
fito with rinceau design (Fig. 4: 5), and a base
fragment of incised sgraffito with the head of an
animal (Fig. 4: 6). Additional sgraffito fragments
(Fig. 4: 7, 8) and a lid decorated with stamped
circles (Fig. 4: 9) came also from this site.

Sites 602 and 603 are located next to each oth-
er, on the SE slopes of Profitis Elias, in the Nemea
Valley (Fig. 2). The estimated size for site 602 is
60x%120m, or 0.7 hectare; for 603 is 60x100m,
or 0.6 hectares. These sites preserve architectur-
al features such as an underground cistern and
worked blocks. The glazed pottery includes a va-
riety of slip-painted styles (Fig. 5: 173—177),
dating to the first half of 13" century. Also, in-
cised sgraffito fragments (Fig. 5: 178—182), in-
cluding a sherd with a radiating cypress pattern
dating to the second quarter of the 13" century
(Fig. 5: 182), and a green glaze lamp fragment
(Fig. 5: 183).

Site 600 is the medieval settlement which
generated all the material culture recovered
in the excavations. Based on the results of the
NVAP survey, the settlement was located east

of the Sanctuary of Zeus, near the “Medieval”
or “Turkish” fountain, in a group of fields iden-
tified as site 600 (Fig. 2). The highest densities
of ceramics cluster around the fountain but finds
spread over an area of 640x530m or 34 hectares.
In fact, the northern end of the Stadium lies with-
in the limits of the settlement (Fig. 6). Medieval
table wares dating to the 12% and 13" centuries
include slip painted (Fig. 7: 102—106), green
and brown-painted (Figs. 7: 107—110; 8: 111—
120), fine sgraffito (Fig. 9: 121—125), a wide va-
riety of incised sgraffito (Figs. 9: 126—134; 10:
135—143), incised ware (Fig. 10: 137) and oth-
er glazed wares. The latest well-dated find is a
Metallic ware handle (Fig. 10: 144) which dates
to the turn of the 14" century.

Site 704 is located on the Tretos Pass, just
outside the Nemea valley (Fig. 2). It consists of a
large scatter of artifacts extending from the foot-
hills of Evangelistria to the south, towards the
Corinth-Tripolis national highway, which passes
to the immediate north of the site. Medieval pot-
tery is widely distributed over the whole site and
is predominant in the central area (Fig. 11). The
glazed wares date to the 12"—13" centuries and
include fine, incised sgraffito (Figs. 12; 13), and
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Fig. 12. Site 704 glazed pottery.

Puc. 12. MNonveHaA Kepammka namaATHWKa 704.

green and brown painted styles (Fig. 13). Fine
sgraffito fragments are represented by styles of
the mid-late 12" century, including developed
style sgraffito (Fig. 12: 214), and free style with
depictions of a human foot/leg (Fig. 12: 215),
and parts of birds or animals (Fig. 12: 216, 217).
There are several styles of incised sgraffito of the
13% century with a variety of themes, such as in-
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cised leaf pattern (Fig. 13: 220, 221), concentric
lines (Fig. 13: 222), incised medallion (Fig. 13:
223), and a fragment of incised ware with pal-
mette and floral spray (Fig. 13: 226). Green and
brown painted styles of the second half of the 13®
century include vertical green stripes (Fig. 13:
227), pendent triangles (Fig. 13: 228), a green
band outlined by a thin brown line (Fig. 13: 230),
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Fig. 13. Site 704 glazed pottery.

Puc. 13. MNonvBHas Kepammka namaTHUKa 704.

and a green glaze spiral on white background
(Fig. 13: 231). A fragment of high flaring foot
has remnants of green and yellow glaze and a
drilled hole, which indicates that the bowl had
been mended (Fig. 13: 229). This repair shows
that glazed ceramics were valued possessions.
One of the fundamental questions is wheth-
er the pottery in the Nemea region was locally
produced. The expectation is that large coarse
vessels, and cooking wares, which are plentiful
in most sites, were probably of local origin. The

same might be the case for some of the glazed
wares. For example, the NVAP survey identi-
fied a medieval pottery workshop, which, most
likely, produced glazed pottery. This is site 510
located below a farm and a small chapel, Agia
Kyriaki, in the southern part of the NVAP survey
area (Fig. 2). In addition to pottery and tile, arti-
facts found include a bronze coin of Nikephoros
III (1075—1078) and a great number of ceram-
ic rods and cylindrical “hooks” which indicate
the presence of one or more pottery kilns at the
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Fig. 14. Site 510 pottery kiln debris.

Puc. 14. Octatku neun 4nA obura Kepammkm Ha namATHUKe 510.

site (Figs. 14; 15). These devices are also known
from Corinth. Morgan illustrates and discuss-
es similar devices that apparently functioned as
separators, their purpose being to keep glazed
pieces apart during firing (Morgan 1942: 22,
fig. 17, firing yokes j-m). Similar examples have
been documented in a 13" century workshop of
Islamic pottery, where a large number of ceram-
ic rods were found in situ in one of the excavated
kilns (Naumann 1971, especially plates 54 and
56). Ceramic rods were used to create shelves in
the kiln for glazed vessels, along with cylindri-
cal “hooks” or “S” shaped devices to keep glazed
pots from sticking to each other. Based on pub-
lished examples from Serres in northern Greece,
this kiln technology was common in the 13" cen-
tury (Papanikola-Bakirtzis, Dauterman Maguire,
Maguire 1992: 32—34, fig. 21—22).

The decorated wares from site 510 include
slip painted, both dotted (Fig. 16: 61, 62) and lin-
ear style (Fig. 16: 63, 64), slip painted II and 11T
(Figs. 16: 65; 17: 66), incised sgraffito with con-
centric rings (Fig. 17: 70, 71), and brown and
green painted wares (Figs. 16: 58—60; 17: 66,
67). The diagnostic material ranges in date from
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the late 11" — 13" centuries and suggests a set-
tlement of significant duration.

Even though there is evidence for local pro-
duction in the Nemea region, currently, we are
not in a position to document the distribution of
locally produced pottery or the duration of the ce-
ramic workshop at site 510. It is through materi-
als analysis approaches, such as fabric analysis,
petrographic examination, and chemical compo-
sition that we will be able to establish the origin
of different types of wares, reconstruct trade net-
works and learn more about the distribution of
locally produced glazed pottery in rural areas.

Concluding Thoughts

The NVAP along with other archaeological
surveys have documented that glazed wares are
a common find in rural areas from the late 11"
century onwards. The increased availability of
glazed pottery in the countryside indicates chang-
es in the organization as well as the technology of
glazed pottery production. In turn, it may also re-
flect changes in the organization of ceramic pro-
duction, from centralized to dispersed. The avail-
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Fig. 15. Site 510 pottery kiln debris.

Puc. 15. Ocratkui neum AnA obxmra Kepamyki Ha namATHYKe 510.
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Fig. 16. Site 510 glazed wares.

Puc. 16. MNonmeHble cocygbl namATHMKa 510.

able archaeological evidence suggests that glazed
pottery in the Middle-Late Byzantine period was
produced in regional workshops located in urban
as well as rural areas.

Overall, these developments fit well with the
wider changes in Medieval Greek social and
economic life in the 11" and 12" centuries, such
as the centrifugal economic trends, the territori-
al shrinking of Byzantium and the growth of ur-
ban centers and rural settlement. Another signif-
icant economic factor was the trade concessions
to the Italian cities, during the reign of Alexios
Komnenos, which resulted in an overall increase
of trade. Archaeological finds and shipwrecks
indicate that Byzantine ceramics were widely
traded in the Eastern Mediterranean. Shipping
of bulk cargoes of glazed wares in the Aegean
is well documented (e.g., mid-12% century
Pelagonissos/Alonissos shipwreck: Ioannidaki-
Dostoglou 1989; early 13" century Kastellorizo
shipwreck: Philotheou and Michailidou 1986;
Skopelos shipwreck: Armstrong 1991).

Thus, although glazed pottery began as a lux-
ury ware produced initially in Constantinople,
over time it became a common form of pot-
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tery that was produced in regional work-
shops, in many different styles, and was wide-
ly distributed in urban and rural communities.
Much of the evidence in southern Greece de-
rives from excavations of important urban cen-
ters such as Corinth. However, the intensive ar-
chaeological surveys undertaken in the last 35
years have filled in the picture and document-
ed the circulation of glazed ceramics in the
countryside.

Medieval pottery and glazed ceramics in par-
ticular are an effective dating tool but also an im-
portant source on social, and economic aspects.
As more material from excavations and archaeo-
logical surveys becomes available, questions of
local pottery production can be addressed, and re-
gional trade networks reconstructed. In the region
of Nemea, we are working to combine the survey
evidence of the Nemea Valley Archaeological
Project, with the excavated deposits from the
Sanctuary of Zeus, in order to reconstruct land-
use and settlement, document local production
and consumption patterns, and participation of
the medieval rural community into broader re-
gional trade networks.
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Fig. 17. Site 510 glazed wares.

Puc. 17. NonmBHble cocyabl naMATHWKa 510.
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